
The vines at Château La Pointe have never been better, as reflected in the 2020 vintage, 
which is arguably the best we have ever produced.

Adjustments to our blend : 

Since the 2019 vintage, we have increased the percentage of Cabernet Franc for greater 
aromatic intensity and tension in our wine. 

Adjustments to our agricultural practices :

Since 2019, we have felt the need to question ourselves, to step out of our comfort 
zone, and adapt our practices in line with environmental issues and the changing climate. We 
have reviewed our agricultural practices, particularly with regard to ploughing and restoring 
balance in the soil. Fine-tuned farming tools, adapted treatment frequency, controlled green 
cover, targeted use of natural and animal-based fertilizers, and green manure crops tailored to 
each plot (oats, peas, clovers, mustard, radishes), are small details which have revitalised the 
soil and vines, and enhanced the balance in our wines. These precise, bespoke techniques are 
all the more important during hot, dry vintages such as 2020.

Adjusting our practices requires a great deal of humility and the commitment of all 
those involved. We have taken advantage of a major renewal in our team to speed up these 
necessary adjustments and raise our standards. The quality of a given wine is never down to a 
single person, especially in a 23-hectare vineyard. 

2008-2011

For the record, the change in ownership in 2008 provided the opportunity to conduct a 
comprehensive soil survey, implement plot-by-plot management, and renovate the vat room by 
installing smaller vats. We transitioned from a one-size-fits-all vineyard management strategy 
to finely tuned plot monitoring. Thanks to this initial step, we rediscovered the nuances of our 
terroir, revealed the potential of the soil, and reclaimed our ranking among the best estates in 
the appellation. The style of wines prior to 2008 was not the result of any presumed limitations 
of the terroir but rather vineyard management and winemaking practices that were still rooted 
in the 1990s. 

On 21 September 2020, the harvested plots still displayed a remarkable leaf canopy despite the hot, dry summer.



Vintage : 2020
Production : 66 000 bottles
Merlot 76% - Cabernet Franc 24 %
Alcohol content : 14.5°
Appellation : Pomerol. Area : Right Bank. Region : Bordeaux. 
Vineyard and soil type : 23 hectares on small gravel and pebble soils of the Isle river terrace, 
clayey-gravel and sandy soils over clay or gravel sub-soils.
Vinification and ageing : traditional Bordeaux methods.
Distribution : through wine merchants of the Place de Bordeaux.
Owner : SCE Château La Pointe. 
General Manager : Eric Monneret. 
Vine and Wine Consultant : Hubert de Boüard de Laforest.
Member of the Union des Grands Crus de Bordeaux.

WEATHER CONDITIONS

For the third year in a row, contrasting weather announces a great vintage : The vintage 2020 is 
just magnificent in Pomerol generally and at Château La Pointe in particular.

We had rarely seen such fantastic Merlots : beautifully ripe yet not heavy, the fruit was vibrant. 
As for the Cabernet Francs (24% of the blend), they were simply perfect! The 2020 vintage 
combines the opulence of the 2018 and the elegance of the 2019. 
This quality can be explained partly by unpredictable and extreme weather conditions that 
generated an unbelievable scenario. The generous supply of water accumulated in the soils 
through the winter and spring allowed the vines to face the really hot, dry summer. Then the 
welcome September showers re-energized the vines. The harvest began historically early on 9th 
September, and finished with the Cabernet Francs on 23rd September. The vinification took place 
in excellent conditions, with the choice of gentle extractions to produce wines offering excellent 
balance, silky tannins and a nice fresh acidity confirmed by a pH of 3.63.
However, it would be wrong to put the success of the vintage 2020 at La Pointe down to just 
lucky weather. We have been working hard over the last ten years to bring back quality vine 
growing, even more so over practically three years now with notable improvements in our 
farming and environmental practices. It is becoming clear that if we adapt our work to the needs 
of the soil and the vines, the effects of extreme weather can be absorbed, maintaining balance in 
the fruit. One thing is for sure, the vines at Château La Pointe are on top form, and this 2020 
vintage is a demonstration of that!

 TASTING COMMENT

The vintage 2020 is looking splendid. First we are impressed by the magnificent, intense purply 
hue, the deep ruby core and the brilliance that signals that perfect balance between ripe fruit and 
aromatic freshness. Then come the multiple aromas, with subtle, fresh notes of small wild berries, 
floral scents too, with peony and violet, and spicy notes of black pepper and sandalwood.  
The palate boasts an opulence and an elegance surpassing previous vintages at Château La 
Pointe. The smooth, pure taste, maintained by a fantastic tension, is a real treat for the senses. 
This balance is also the result of years of efforts to improve vine growing practices, bringing life 
back to the soils and energy to the vines. This 2020 will undoubtedly delight connoisseurs of 
great Pomerol wines. 
(March 2021, Primeurs tasting commented by Hubert de Boüard de Laforest)
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